
 

Corporation of Hamilton Board Meeting No. 9/2013/LCS                                                                                   Page 1 of 9 

Page 000335 

 

Corporation of Hamilton Board Meeting, City Hall, Hamilton – 2 October 2013 – 12:30 pm 

  

Present:  Rt. Wor. Graeme Outerbridge, JP, Chairman 

   Alderman Donal Smith, JP 

   Alderman Gwyneth Rawlins, JP 

   Alderman Carlton Simons, JP  

   Councillor Keith Davis  

   Councillor Lawrence Scott  

     Councillor George Scott, JP 

      Councillor Troy Symonds 

      Councillor RoseAnn Edwards 

             

Staff:   The Secretary – Ed Benevides, JP 

   The Treasurer – Tanya Iris 

   Deputy Treasurer – Siobhan Fubler  

   City Engineer – Patrick Cooper 

     Events Project Manager – Danilee Trott 

     Communications Manager – Aderonke Bademosi Wilson 

       

  Apologies:    Human Resources Manager – Lindell Foster 

   

 

The Mayor called the meeting to order at 12:35 pm.   

 

1. Public Presentations  

 

The Mayor commenced by inviting Mr. Michael Emery from Entasis Architecture and Ms. Myra 

Dill on behalf of Front Street Ltd. Muse Restaurant to make their presentation.  They 

presented a plan seeking CoH’s approval for a verandah along Front Street which would be 

typical of Front Street; reasoning is that this verandah would overhang on CoH property.  The 

lower section is already being used for al fresco dining and rented from CoH.  Mr. Emery then 

showed a picture of the plan as well as one that showed a similar verandah on another building 

on the next corner (4’ to 5’).  He then commented that their verandah would be more 

substantial than the one in the photo, were looking at a 10’ overhang. He then showed copies 

of the proposed verandah, i.e. the elevation of the verandah (there will be no roof at this 

level) with glass rails or traditional rails of metal or wood.  One of the problems that had been 

encountered along Front Street, especially in that area, is that it is very windy and several 

options have been tried: 

 Awnings which have been ripped down because of the wind. 

 Umbrellas, not able to put them up even on a not so windy day. 

 

The verandah would provide shelter, i.e. shade and from rain for persons dining al fresco on 

the lower level.  The upper level would extend the dining area from inside to the exterior as 

well.  Unfortunately, they are asking to encroach on CoH property.  
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Councillor K. Davis asked if there were any other examples of that type of encroachment with 

a balcony/canopy currently on CoH property.  The Secretary said that the one demonstrated 

previously was grandfathered in the early ‘60’s when they rebuilt the building.  There are 

Spanish balconies on the MDM Building but not as substantial, similar to the balconies that 

are on Bank of Butterfield which just come over the property line a little.  Councillor Edwards 

asked if the sides of the verandah would be closed in which would stop the wind tunnel from 

coming through.  Ms. Dill commented that the wind is actually a benefit in terms of when it is 

covered because you would get a breeze through there.  You would also want to leave that 

access way open just from a visual point of view; everything along there is open and it would 

completely change the look if it was closed.  The wind aspect is okay for dining, it is the issues 

with umbrellas and awnings that they do not put out now for safety reasons.  They are one of 

the few establishments that are handicapped accessible but the wheelchairs can only sit on 

the inside on a somewhat inclement day, one of the major advantages that they have in that 

section compared to almost any other second floor dining restaurants. 

 

Alderman Smith asked the normal size of verandahs on Front Street. Mr. Emery said that 

they vary from 6’ to 10’.  Alderman Simmons said that if CoH were minded to approve the 

encroachment would they be prepared to pay a fee for the entire piece of development.  Ms. 

Dill said they currently rent the area that is the patio area and it would be very reasonable to 

rent the air space.  Councillor L. Scott asked for their timeframe to which Ms. Dill said they 

are coming to the end of the tourism season and are prepared to wait and do it properly and 

have ready for the season next year. 

 

The Mayor suggested directing this to the Infrastructure Committee and technical officer to 

view and get back to them after checking with the City Ordinances, etc.  He thanked them 

both for the presentation. 

 

The City Engineer joined the meeting at 12:40 pm. 

 

Councillor Symonds suggested giving the ability to the Infrastructure Committee to approve 

or disapprove as opposed to having to come back here to reconsider for the committee to 

conclude.  Mr. Emery suggested giving a preliminary approval so that they could make 

application to Planning.  

  

RECOMMENDATION:  The plan to be forwarded to the Infrastructure Committee for 

review and then forwarded to the Board for approval. 

 

2.    Review of Corporation Minutes of 10 September 2013 

 

The minutes were accepted as read.  

 

Proposed:   Councillor K. Davis    Seconded: Councillor L. Scott 

Unanimous  
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3.   Matters Arising 

 

 There were no matters arising from the Minutes of 10 September 2013.   

 

Alderman Rawlins queried the recommendations to the Board on Page 2 of 7 and 6 of 7 that 

had not been addressed.  The Secretary said a Resolution was made to the recommendation on 

Page 2. The first recommendation on Page 6 had no motion put on the floor in that regard.  

Councillor Davis clarified that this matter came out of a Staff, Legislative and Governance 

meeting regarding health and safety (the issue of the cats), the City Engineer who was liaising 

with BFAB on how this was going to be addressed.  There was not a need for a Resolution but 

a committee stating that the workplace had to be secured, following the health and safety 

requirements in the workplace. 

 

The City Engineer said the feeding stations had been taken off of CoH property and had been 

moved to the Hobby Shop on private property. The cats have not all gone yet but the numbers 

have decreased. 

 

Alderman Rawlins commented on page 5 of 7 – the recommendation regarding the demolition 

of the Elliott Street property, deferred to the Property Committee.  The Secretary said that 

he would have to look at the Property minutes and confirmed that there was no 

recommendation from Property. 

 

The Event Project Manager clarified that in Board Minutes, there should only be Resolutions 

and Actions, Recommendations should only come out of Committee meetings. 

 

4.   Review of Committee Minutes 

 

(a) Infrastructure, Development & Future – 23 September 2013 

 

 Planning Application 

 

The City Engineer said that this application is for a building on the corner of Victoria and 

Union Streets on the west side (the Lodge building). This application is for a proposed change 

of use from a car accessory retail shop to a barber shop on the lower level and a clothing store 

on the upper level.  There are no physical alterations to the outside of the building.  CoH has no 

issues with this application and is recommended for approval. 

 

RESOLUTION:  That the Board approve the Planning application for 71 Victoria Street. 

 

      Proposed:  Councillor G. Scott    Seconded:  Councillor L. Scott 

        Unanimous 

 

     RESOLUTION:  That the Board approve a dedicated parking bay outside Little Venice with 

       the condition of enforcement for double parking. 
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        The Secretary said that he and the City Engineer met with the Chairman of the Taxi 

        Association and suggested a modification of the recommendation.  Rather than having a 

        dedicated parking bay outside Little Venice which the taxis will not use and CoH would lose 

        revenue for that space for the entire day, they would provide a parking bay after 

        6:00 pm and meet the requirement of the taxpayer who made the request. The City Engineer 

        said that he met with Mr. Dale Butler (representative on behalf of Little Venice) and he is 

        happy with the modification. 

 

        The City Engineer said this is outside the Wine Bar on the eastern side of the street, during 

        the day it is very rarely needed.  This has been done on a number of places on Front Street, 

        particularly because CoH does not want to lose revenue during the day and inconvenience 

        the other stores.  The City Engineer said there are currently 2 spots on Front Street that 

        switch over from street parking to evening taxi stands and CoH is considering changing a few 

more giving taxis the flexibility of being able to move around the City and this would not 

remove any income from the City. 

 

Alderman Simmons said considering that parking is free after 6pm, CoH would just be 

accommodating a taxpayer to better serve their customers. 

 

The Secretary said to be clear, a Resolution would not be required because it will not cost CoH 

any money. 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the Board approve the allocated capital funding from the Ewing 

Street Project to assist with the funding of renovations for the passenger terminal at Pier 6. 

 

Alderman Simmons commented on the funding for the Victoria Park retaining wall. The City 

Engineer said that this is in Planning now and still had most of the funds available, 

approximately $200K which would be insufficient for renovations for the passenger terminal 

at Pier 6 (proposed amount $250K). 

 

The Secretary confirmed that the Board approved the work to be done on the upper floor to 

accommodate the work for the various events and the proposed need for the changes for the 

outside area and allocated a budget of $100K. However to accommodate that, the passenger 

terminal had to be moved downstairs and a budget was not allocated for it.  Capital funds would 

now have to be secured. It was discussed and recommended from the Infrastructure 

Committee to remove funds from a larger project that would not be completed this year and 

move the capital funding over and get this project finished.  There is a timeline involved 

because a ship is due in 31 October, 2013. 

 

Alderman Simmons said that he does not accept that CoH has to do all of the renovations now 

(discussed in the last meeting), if the Whitfield Group wished to have this function and some 

of those rooms that they wanted moved, would not be moved.  They would have their tent, 

would have their walls built, but would not have the security moved.   
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He suggested that an alternative plan be looked at, some of the modifications could be 

accommodated and the cruise ship terminal could remain on the upper level.  He also suggested 

this item to be further discussed in the Restricted Session. 

 

The Mayor agreed that this matter regarding Pier 6 be moved to the Restricted Session for 

further discussion. 

 

 (b)      Property & Safety – 13 September 2013 

    

Councillor Symonds requested the Event Project Manager to give an update on some of the 

more public issues, i.e. the Christmas Committee, etc.  The Event Project Manager said that the 

Christmas Committee meets bi-monthly and everything was progressing well.  The events for 

the Christmas season have been confirmed which includes the lighting of the Christmas tree 

ceremony on November 29 and for all of the lights to be turned on simultaneously. This is also 

the start of the first night for late night shopping.  Late night shopping will be held 4 weeks 

this year, November 29, December 6, 13 and 20 and both Reid Street between Burnaby and 

Queen Streets will be closed as well as Court Street between Victoria and Angle Streets. 

There will be some entertainment on those streets as well as Christmas trees and some light 

vendors (selling hot chocolate, etc.), not merchandise vendors.  In addition, the Marketplace 

Christmas parade will be held on December 1 and that will be on the same route as the last 2 

years. 

 

Councillor Symonds talked about New Year’s Eve, making the City more festive.  Proposals were 

put out by the committee for those persons that might want to get involved with the 

festivities. The Event Project Manager said the deadline for the New Year’s Eve RFP was at 

5pm yesterday and had received 2 proposals by the end of the day but had not had a chance to 

review them as yet. The proposals would be forwarded to the Property Committee. 

 

RESOLUTION:  That the Board approve the demolition of the wall at Langport to allow for 

renovations to the property. 

 

The City Engineer said that Langport is property which is on Spurling’s Hill just east of the 

Seon Building.  There is a boundary wall on the edge of CoH property and the Langport building 

(a piece of triangular piece of property with parking) which is falling down and in need of repair.  

The person is also doing renovation works, needs access where the wall is and is asking CoH to 

remove the dangerous bit of wall.  The cost involved in removing this wall is $2K.  Alderman 

Smith queried if this would go out as an RFP or could CoH workers do that job.  The City 

Engineer said that it would not go out as an RFP at that level, CoH would follow the purchasing 

planning and anything below that level, CoH could self-source (a contractor who would be 

available and could get the work done).  CoH staff could do the work if they were available. 

 

Alderman Simmons said where CoH staff could be used to do the job, they should be used and 

maybe arrange to have the work done on a weekend through overtime.  The Secretary said if 

there was staff available and if CoH used their own staff, would cost more than contracting it 

out.  
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Alderman Simmons asked if the Chairman could speak with the City Engineer to see if there is 

a possibility for CoH staff to do the project.  Councillor Symonds said that this is not a new 

issue coming up to spend funds on small projects, to try and get staff to do the work, etc. but 

trying to re-arrange people to do the job could incur more costs.  Should allow the City 

Engineer to go off and do the normal process as the most efficient process and would have it 

done in a timeframe. 

 

 Proposed:  Councillor K. Davis                                    Seconded:  Councillor L. Scott 

 No Vote:  Alderman C. Simmons 

 Passed. 

 

(b) Staff, Legislative & Governance  

     

 There was no meeting held in September. 

 

 (d) Finance – 18 September 2013 

 

RESOLUTION:  That the Board support the Bermuda Christmas Boat Parade in the amount of 

$5K. 

 

The Mayor said this is an event that happens every 2 years and it was the view of the Finance 

Committee to continue the support of this event as it helps all of the taxpayers and it is in the 

tradition of what the City has always supported in the past. 

 

Proposed:  Alderman C. Simmons   Seconded:  Councillor K. Davis 

Unanimous 

 

RESOLUTION:  That the Board sponsor CADA for $2,500. 

 

Councillor Symonds queried if the annual budget for CADA was known to which there was a 

negative response.  Alderman Smith asked the Secretary if the liquor retail establishments, 

i.e. Burrows Lightbourne Ltd. And Goslings, etc. participate in this regard. The Secretary said 

that they have a number of various levels of sponsors.  Councillor Davis said that they are the 

largest sponsors (for the “Lets us Drive you Programme”), importers and retailers support this 

all year long with greater emphasis on the Cup Match and Christmas holiday festive season.  

This has been to CoH before and supported and the amount has been reduced by 50%. 

 

Proposed:  Councillor K. Davis   Seconded:  Alderman C. Simmons 

Unanimous 

 

RESOLUTION:  That the Board approve the payment of $25,750 for the final bill from the 

auditors, Moore Stephens & Butterfield. 

 

The Mayor said this is finishing off the bill with the auditors for this year. 
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Councillor L. Scott commented that he had asked for his position on this matter to be 

specified on the record but it had not been captured. He suggested that this recommendation 

be moved to the restricted session out of courtesy.  

 

RESOLUTION:  That the Board approve a 3-5 year timeframe for sending out a formal RFP 

for the appointment of new auditors. 

 

Alderman Simmons suggested that these types of recommendations should be held in the 

restricted session as if refers to a company and dialogue that needs to be had and 

inappropriate for conducting proper business.  The Mayor clarified that this recommendation 

was coming from Finance to the full Council; it is normal business practice for CoH to give a 

timeframe for an auditor and that they are re-engaged every year, etc.  This is to formalise 

the process.  Councillor L. Scott said that CoH’s audit is a public document, how the auditors 

are chosen becomes public in any event.  Because the auditors are a public body, the audit is 

published publicly and should be public. Councillor Symonds said this is talking about a policy 

and should not be a contentious issue.  Alderman Rawlins said there should be a change in the 

recommendation, she recalls after discussion the committee decided to a 3 year timeframe and 

not 3 -5 yr.  She said there is not anything wrong with discussing this particular item in public 

session because every organisation such as CoH appoint auditors and there is no reason why the 

recommendation cannot be approved, that an RFP is put out every 3 years for an auditor. It 

puts CoH in a position of being open and transparent. 

 

AMENDED RESOLUTION:  That the Board approve a 3 year timeframe for sending out a 

formal RFP for the appointment of new auditors. 

 

Proposed:  Councillor K. Davis   Seconded:  Alderman G. Rawlins 

Unanimous 

 

Councillor Davis clarified that because the fiscal year is different from the term in office 

that the Council is already under a previous administration’s budget when coming into office. A 

3 yr. period should be approved so that it is a 3yr contracted audit and that it would fall into 

the next administration to be consistent with the term of office. 

 

RESOLUTION:  That the Board approve the amended Purchase Order Policy. 

 

The Treasurer distributed copies of the amended Purchase Order policy.  She said that when 

she looked at the current written policy and compared to what was in the system, there was a 

difference and was bringing this item to the Board so that they would both be in sync.  In 

addition, there are a couple of staff members that have had their P.O. limits increased.  

 

Proposed: Councillor K. Davis    Seconded:   Councillor L. Scott 

Unanimous 
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RESOLUTION:  That the Board approve the removal of Gary Edwards as a signatory and add 

Deputy Treasurer, Siobhan Fubler, as a signatory. 

 

Proposed:  Councillor K. Davis    Seconded:  Councillor R. Edwards 

Unanimous 

 

The Mayor introduced Ms. Siobhan Fubler, the new Deputy Treasurer to the Council. 

 

RESOLUTION:  That the Board approve a budget of $3K for the unveiling of Mayor Gosling’s 

portrait. 

 

The Secretary said that it is traditional/practice that the Council set aside monies both for 

the creating of the portrait and a small event to unveil and release to the public.  Generally, 

this has been done for every Mayor that has sat as indicated by the portraits that are 

displayed in the foyer of City Hall. 

 

Proposed:  The Mayor     Seconded:  Alderman G. Rawlins 

Unanimous 

 

(e)  Business Advisory – 12 September 2013 

 

There were no recommendations from the Minutes of 12 September 2013.   

 

Councillor Davis commented on the information regarding the rollout of the Street Ordinance 

and the anticipated revenue versus the tax increase that was requested and forwarded to the 

members of the Business Advisory.  

 

Councillor L. Scott said there were various questions asked at the meeting regarding CoH’s 

actions and how CoH would be going forward.  There was a question from Ms. Erica Smith, a 

committee member regarding the RFP for the Waterfront project.  He commented on the 

minutes of the Business Advisory of 12 September 2012, Page 6 of 6 and questioned the 

component involving the cultural connections, etc. and that Councillor Davis had said that the 

developer had taken all of this into consideration. If the developer has fixed financing 

requirements that he needs to meet than there must be a concept/plan drawn, i.e. a 

Waterfront plan, a North Hamilton plan, etc. somewhere because it would have had to been 

costed out.  His impression is that all information is not all before the Council. 

 

Councillor Davis said the developer similar to all other purveyors of plans in the past inclusive 

of Sir John Swan have all given consideration to different components to the waterfront and 

have gone away with macro concepts and budgets without detail.  The developer submitted a 

proposal that gave consideration for culture, entertainment, etc. and from that, on large scale 

developments, was able to get generalized budget information and financed in principle to 

support. When it comes to finite detail, it does not exist. 
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Councillor L. Scott said that he sees difficulty down the road with regards to financing and 

CoH is on the hook for 262 years and nothing seems to be finite.  He said that if price could be 

definitive, than design must be definitive. 

 

(f)  Residents Advisory  

 

There was no meeting held in September. 

 

6.   Any Other Business 

 

There was no further business. 

 

 

The public part of the meeting closed at 1:45 pm. 

    

 

 

     

____________________________   _______________________________ 

Date        Mayor 

 

        _______________________________ 

        Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


